
Dear Families and Staff of Forge and Sage International Schools,

I am grateful for each of you.

I wanted to take this opportunity to pause and reflect as we approach the 20th anniversary of 9-11.
Each of us that experienced that day and the twenty years since that day likely have strong
memories of the emotions we felt on that day and some of us, like my family, have strong memories
of watching friends, wives, husbands, daughters, sons or cousins volunteer to serve in all of the
places the Global War on Terrorism called them. As a career soldier and officer in our nation’s Army, I
have many memories of the years since 9-11.

In March of 2003, I remember watching the television with my almost four year old son as Coalition
forces invaded Iraq. He was incredibly anxious that I would leave him and go to war. He wouldn’t
leave my side for days. In November of 2004 I deployed to Iraq with the 18th Military Police Brigade.
It was an incredibly challenging and dangerous year and it brought heartache and loss to some of
the families of my soldiers. I wear a black, aluminum band on my right wrist everyday to honor the
memory of SSG Jimmy McNaughton. SSG McNaughton was killed in action at an Iraqi police station in
Baghdad on the 2d of August, 2005. We were helping our Iraqi partners improve that station’s
defenses. We did our best everyday to ensure Iraqis were safer than they were the day before.

As we approach the twentieth anniversary of 9-11, I’d ask each of you to stop and remember the
people who lost their lives during those terrible attacks. I also ask you to remember the first
responders who ran towards danger on that day and to remember those men and women in our
Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force and Coast Guard who have been wounded or killed in service to
their country since 9-11. Finally, send your thoughts to those Americans (including graduates of Sage)
who are out there right now doing dangerous, hard and sometimes lonely work in the armed forces,
the police, the fire services and as first responders around the world and in every community in our
nation. My own son, who was two on 9-11 and watched me go off to Iraq in 2004, is entering active
duty as an Infantry lieutenant.

Lastly, I’ll leave you with resources and book recommendations that I have found particularly
powerful in remembering and understanding the nature and costs of service during these past 20
years.

The National 9-11 Memorial at https://www.911memorial.org/
The Good Soldiers by David Finkel
Tribe by Sebastian Junger
War also by Sebastian Junger
The Fighters: Americans in Combat by CJ Chivers
Call Sign Chaos: Learning to Lead by Gen. Jim Mattis and Bing West

Mission first, people always,

Andy Johnson
Executive Director
Sage International Network of Schools
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A NOTE FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ANDY JOHNSON:
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Other than school- wide
emails and newsletters, our
website is the best resource
for general info about Forge.
You can also find us on
Facebook and Instagram! 

Happy September, Forge Families! As we wrap up our fourth week of
instruction, we have gained valuable information from getting to know your
child and how they learn best plus important data from our MAP growth
assessments and IRI (K-3). With this data driving our instruction, we can
forge forward in creating a learning experience that is individualized,
focused in the IB framework, and developmentally rigorous for your child
while focusing on growth.

STAY CONNECTED!STAY CONNECTED!

A NOTE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL, DARCI STELZNER:

Visit places that spark inquiry like a museum, park, or nature preserve.
Explore the areas of your child’s interest by visiting the library to borrow books.
Develop an understanding of the Internet. Work with your child when the Internet is being
used and try to instill the understanding that some internet sites are not reputable.

Mark your Calendar:

September 6 - No School (Labor Day)
September 10 - Friday school. This is
the only one all year!
Sept 18 - PTO Movie Night #1
Sept 27-30 - Fall Break - No School
Oct 25 - School Photo Day!

September in
the Forge Kitchen:
Breakfast Menu

Lunch Menu

Model being an inquirer. Ask questions and wonder!
Praise your child for asking a question.
Have your child jot down their wonders in a journal and spend time
researching these wonders!

Our learner profile for SEPTEMBER is INQUIRER. 
How can parents help to develop students who are inquirers at home?

Remember, we DON'T have school on Monday the 6th but we DO have school
Friday the 10th. Have a relaxing and fun long weekend!

Stay tuned for details from the PTO! If you
would like to receive future newsletters and
emails from the PTO about events, please join
the email list by clicking HERE. Thank you! 

Forge PTO Movie Night - September 18! 

We are so excited that Forge 9th graders
will begin taking field trips to area colleges
for informational tours! 
Sept 23rd : College of Idaho
October 25th: College of Western Idaho

https://www.instagram.com/forgeintlschool/
https://www.facebook.com/forgeintlschool
http://forge.sageintl.org/
https://www.facebook.com/forgeintlschool
https://www.instagram.com/forgeintlschool/
http://forge.sageintl.org/
http://forge.sageintl.org/parents/nutrition_services/september_breakfast_menu
http://forge.sageintl.org/parents/nutrition_services/september_lunch_menu
http://eepurl.com/hDzfFH


Nurse Blew's Health Corner: 
The nurse’s office could use some donated (new or barely used)
underwear for little ones with accidents (XS/S/M). Also, lightly used pants
or shirts. We are especially in need of boy’s clothes.
If you have not already, please send a small bottle of hand sanitizer with
your kids. 

Hello! First, a couple of important requests: 

Southwest District Health in Caldwell offers free COVID tests with an appointment at 208-455-
5300. Please email nurse Lorinda if your family is getting tested, and then with the results.
There is no judgment. We are all just trying to keep our kids healthy and save lives. Please
have your child tested for COVID if having any symptoms of possible illness. 
Signs and Symptoms that may be related to COVID (Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after
exposure to the virus):

Fever or chills
Cough
Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
Fatigue
Muscle or body aches
Headache

The Pfizer COVID vaccine is now FDA approved! This is the best way that you can help
protect your children since most of them cannot get vaccinated yet. 

Key Times to Wash Hands (or use Sanitizer if not able to wash):
You can help yourself and your loved ones stay healthy by washing your hands often,
especially during these key times when you are likely to get and spread germs:

New loss of taste or smell
Sore throat
Congestion or runny nose
Nausea or vomiting
Diarrhea

Before and after eating food
Before and after caring for someone at
home who is sick 
Before and after treating a cut or wound

After using the toilet
After blowing your nose, coughing, or
sneezing
Before, during, and after preparing food

INTRODUCING NORA STRAUCH AS OUR NEW PYP COORDINATOR! 

This is Nora Strauch’s third year at Forge, where she previously taught Grades
1 and 3. Before coming to Forge, she has taught nearly all other elementary
grade levels in Washington State and at international schools in Asia. She now
has 8 years of I.B. experience and is excited to be supporting and developing
the PYP program for our students. Nora’s husband is also a teacher and she
has two children, aged 11 and 6.  

As you may know, Forge International is an I.B. Candidate school. We are currently going through
the authorization process to become an I.B. World School, which is very exciting! In the Elementary
school, or the Primary Years Program (PYP) we are well on our way and bringing to life so many
aspects of the I.B. I will be using this space every other month to share the exciting ways we are
growing and learning as Inquirers and I.B. Learners. For now, here is a brief introduction to the PYP:

IB believes that students are motivated to learn when they are an active part of their education. In
the PYP students learn to approach problems creatively, to honor the opinions and beliefs of
others, and to support the learning of their classmates. Students learn to both appreciate, and be
able to integrate, the knowledge shared by their peers. PYP students also learn to be willing to
share their own new knowledge with others in their learning community.



Practices begin the week of September 12th,
and  will be on Mondays and Wednesdays from 
4:15 - 5:15. Participants train for the Sole KIDs 5K, and each will
receive a race swag bag, water bottle, tech race shirt, race entry,
sponsor race entry and finisher’s medal upon completion of the
SoleKIDs 5K Find more info HERE!

PYP - SoleKids returns this fall!

Using planners to help stay organized and communicate with parents/guardians. Students should
be writing their “Must-Dos” for every single class. Please ask to see your child(ren)’s planner so
you can keep up-to-date on what’s happening in their classes. 
Learning about ATLs (Approaches to Learning) in Advisory. Our August ATL focus is
Communication (“I can exchange thoughts, messages, and information effectively through
interaction”). 
Working on physical fitness in PE and Health. Students are testing 4/5 of the components of
physical fitness (cardiovascular endurance, muscular endurance, muscular strength, and
flexibility), researching each component, and making personal fitness goals for themselves in one
of the components. 
(Eighth and ninth grades) Making a fitness plan to reach their goals. 
Bringing deodorant to PE class to practice good personal hygiene after a good workout!

This is Lisa Marshall’s second year at Forge. She has previously taught Grades
6-12 in California, New Mexico, and at international schools in South Korea. 
She first gained IB experience at a school in Daejeon, Korea. She is excited to 
be back in her home state, bringing the IB program to Idaho students. Her 
husband is also an educator, and they have three children (ages 14, 12, and 10).  

MYP students have started the year strong! This month, we are:

Worried about how screen time is affecting your kids and the rest of their generation? If any parents
are interested in participating in a Parent-Teacher Book Club, please email Lisa Marshall, MYP
Coordinator (lisa.marshall@forgeintl.org), or call the school. We will be reading the book Glow Kids:
How Screen Addiction Is Hijacking Our Kids - and How to Break the Trance. It’s such an important topic for
our time, and we want to do everything we can to help our kids. We’d love to have you participate! 

INTRODUCING LISA MARSHALL AS OUR NEW MYP COORDINATOR! 

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES with Forge!ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES with Forge!

Students in grades 4-5 will
be hiking Charcoal Gulch
October 15. This will be a
lottery system, stay tuned

for more information!

PYP Outdoor
Program:  

Kuna Middle School @ Bernie Fisher Park- September 16
Payette Open- September 22
Charger Classic @ Meridian- October 7

Cross Country has started practices and 
our students are looking forward to
competing  in the following meets: 

Contact Megan Furois at megan.furois@forgeintl.org for more info
or to sign up!

MYP Cross County for Grades 6-9: 

Girls Basketball
signups start Oct

4th, stay tuned for
details! 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1K8GF8Ke9VDYFVxxeVnyfSARCAkKDkylqxrJzEaF_8cA/edit
https://www.amazon.com/Glow-Kids-Screen-Addiction-Hijacking/dp/1250097991
mailto:megan.furois@forgeintl.org


Last weekend our Middle School Outdoor Program took an AMAZING first trip into the Sawtooth
wilderness! This lucky crew hiked 5 Miles into Hell Roaring Lake and stayed two nights. Nine

adventurous students took part, some who had never backpacked or even camped before! Miss
Furois led the expedition along with Mr. Johnson, Mr. Ambrose, Mrs. Jeffs. This group hiked a total of
about 20 miles and never complained once! Our staff felt so lucky to spend the weekend with such
an awesome group of kids. It was a trip they will never forget, and we look forward to many more

adventures for the Forge outdoor program. Stay tuned for info on future trips, and you can see
MORE photos on our social media!

FORGE OUTDOOR PROGRAMFORGE OUTDOOR PROGRAM


